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PRELUDE

During the Scramble for Africa the territories of 
the Somali people were divided into five portions 
taken by the British, French, Italians, and 
Ethiopians. The British Empire took what is now 
northern Somalia and started their presence by 
making treacherous agreements in 1884 with the 
tribal chiefs, which were about the safe passage 
of British trade from India through to the Red 
Sea and back. 

The tribal chiefs of the Dhulbahante were the 
only ones who did not sign any agreement with 
the European powers. The Dhulbahante and 
the Sool region in which the current fighting is 
going on, were the epicentre of a long and bloody 
struggle against colonialism, and we fought 
over 20 years with the British Empire and their 
subjects in what was called British Somaliland. 

The British employed everything to repress, 
decimate and ethnically cleanse the Dhulbahante 

11 March 2023

from the region. There were extensive aerial 
bombardments in 1920, looting of livestock to 
starve people, and the indiscriminate killing of 
thousands, including women and children. They 
armed the rival tribes of the Dhulbahante, the 
Isaaq, and used them as their local soldiers on top 
of the Indians and Africans from various places. 

The Isaaq, who now form what is called 
Somaliland, used British support to displace 
the Dhulbahante from their lands, take tens of 
thousands of livestock, and the main waterwells 
necessary for surviving the droughts that Somalia 
is famous for. The Dhulbahante were forced to 
feed on leaves and bush nuts and whatever they 
could find in that arid land. They died in their 
thousands of diseases without any help from the 
British Empire occupying their land. The British 
officers wrote: “After the first expeditions against 
the Mullah there were hundreds of Dolbahantas, 
chiefly women and children, wandering about 
the country in a destitute condition, subsisting 
for the greater part on wild fruits and roots and 
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nuts of the Yeeb tree.” [Drake-Brockman (1910), 
British Somaliland p.103].

The British wrote down their intentions in the 
Official History of the Operations in Somaliland 
(1901-1904; page 232): “In these operations, the 
Dolbahanta will be the chief sufferers in life and 
property, which will give them, it is hoped, more 
wholesome respect of our power.” 

Eventually, the Dhulbahante were overpowered 
and moved further into drier and drier land. The 
British and their Isaaq supporters extended their 
reach into the heart of Dhulbahante territory 
and made a border with the Italians colonising 
the south of Somalia. The Dhulbahante were not 
part of that willingly and were overpowered and 
subjugated people. 

Eventually Italy lost its colonial possessions 
after the Second World War and consequently 
the entire lands of the Somalis were under 
British control except French Somaliland 
(current Djibouti). Italy requested the return of 
its colonial possessions to preserve its dignity, 
and its Somali possession was returned to her on 
the condition of preparing it for independence 
in a ten year period ending in 1960 under UN 
Trusteeship mandate. 

Following that, the British felt ashamed 
and started creating some sort of Somali run 
political entity in their colony in the North and 
eventually set up a local council. They added 
some Dhulbahante in that. However, it was not 
something we were part of or had ownership of. 
The focus of the Dhulbahante was the same: to 
remove the colonial powers from the lands of the 
Somalis and to have a united Somali political 
entity. The Dhulbahante were not that involved 
in the political scene that the British Empire 
was trying to create in the north and were more 
interested in what was going on in the south, 
and joined the Somali Youth League (SYL) to 

campaign for independence. 
When the British allowed for political elections 

in the north, two political parties were set up. They 
were both purely by the Isaaq tribe which were 
allies of the British against the Dhulbahante. 
They were two because the Isaaq do not consider 
themselves as a united entity and do not share 
political parties to this day. The Dhulbahante 
and the other non-Isaaq tribes in the north were 
left with two choices: either get involved and get 
seats at the table, or be marginalized further and 
ruled by their tribal rivals. They decided to take 
part in this until the south gains independence, 
after which they will join and be united. 

They set up a political party in haste and took 
part in the elections. The two Isaaq parties took 
21 seats and the non-Isaaq party took 12 seats. 
Voting was along tribal lines and the parties were 
tribal parties. 

British Somaliland gained independence 
on 26 June 1960 for the sole reason of being 
ready to unite with Italian Somaliland when it 
gained independence on 01 July 1960. Italian 
Somaliland was a trusteeship for 10 years and 
had a functioning internal government, parties, 
national and local elections, a flag, and an anthem. 
It was a nation waiting for independence. British 
Somaliland had none of those. In fact the British 
were not willing in 1959 to grant independence 
but the circumstances forced their hand and the 
Dhulbahante had a large role in that. 

As far as Somalis were concerned, two parts 
of their divided land were united into a single 
political entity on 01 July 1960. They have never 
recognised or accepted a border between their 
lands. That remained so until the civil war which 
ended in 1991, after which some of the SNM 
militia men forced their Isaaq compatriots to 
say they are going back from the union of 1960 
and declared the secessionist entity now called 
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Somaliland. The Dhulbahante were not part of 
that and would never accept anything other than 
a united Somalia. They have sacrificed life and 
limb for Somali unity and to them it is an article 
of faith that is non-negotiable. 

The Dhulbahante were part of the creation of 
Puntland as a stepping stone to rebuilding the 
Somali state after the civil war, and to fend off 
the secessionists. The Dhulbahante were part 
of the Arta reconciliation conference which re-
established the Somali state in Djibouti. The 
Dhulbahante consider themselves as the flag 
bearers for Somali nationalism and Somali unity 
and do not recognise any official authority other 
than the Federal Republic of Somalia. 

In all of history, there were and still are, 
people who can be bought off if the price is 
right. The secessionists managed to buy off some 
Dhulbahante to give themselves an appearance 
of legitimacy, but the entire clan blatantly 
refused to accept that and excommunicated 
any of its members who joined the Somaliland 
secessionists. They are called “Horgal”, a very 
derogatory term meaning “an illegitimate child”. 

With the help of their Horgals, Somaliland 
made inroads into Dhulbahante lands, and 
eventually took over the city of Laas-Anod in 
2007 from Puntland. They tried in 2012 to take 
Buuhoodle but were defeated. They already 
had Ceerigaabo under their control since it is 
a city shared by both Isaaq and Harti of which 
Dhulbahante is a member clan. 

What is going on in Laas-Anod has that very 
long history. It goes to the heart of the existence 
of a united Somali state. It is not a “grievance” 
or an appeal for reform. Laas-Anod and the rest 
of the Dhulbahante land is part of Somalia and 
the Dhulbahante do not, never did, never will, 
recognise a colonial border between Laas-Anod 
and Garowe. The Dhulbahante fought the mighty 

British Empire for over 20 years and never 
recognized their legitimacy, or the legitimacy of 
any of their creations or so-called borders. 

The Somaliland secessionists considered 
themselves as colonisers and used every trick in 
every colonisers handbook to divide and rule. They 
have carried out assassinations to stoke conflict 
between sub-clans of the Dhulbahante. Once 
suspicions were aroused, they armed sub-clan 
against sub-clan. They would bestow favors on one 
to tempt the other. And everytime their influence 
is weakened by the efforts of Dhulbahante 
traditional leaders and intellectuals, they would 
carry out an assasination again. Intellectuals, 
community leaders, religious scholars, political 
leaders, youth figures, and those with significant 
influence in the community would be assasinated. 
This started in 2009 and led to many people 
moving out of the city, causing a major drain of 
human resources and capital outflows that have 
severely impacted the development of the region 
and kept it frozen in time. About 150 people were 
assasinated, Somaliland refused to investigate, 
and killed protesters each time. In contrast, there 
have been no targeted assassinations in all the 
other territories that come under Somaliland. 
The targeted assassinations were exclusively of 
the Dhulbahante clan.

Repressive tactics employed by Somaliland 
included stifling all forms of socio-economic 
development, imposition of punitive levels of 
taxation, arbitrary arrests of the city’s residents 
sending most of them to the notorious Mandare 
prison, located northeast of Hargeisa.

In light of this, many people have voluntarily 
migrated out of Laas-Anod including most of 
the traditional leaders, diminishing the vitality, 
social capital and cohesion of of the city and 
more notedly adversely impacted the economy 
of Laas-Anod and the Sool region. Most of 
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the people believe these attacks are politically 
motivated; some call it ethnic cleansing aimed 
at destabilizing the region and depopulating the 
Sool region.

The straw that broke the camel’s back was 
the brutal assassination of prominent politician 
in Laas-Anod Mr. Abdifatah Abdillaahi 
known as Hadraawi which triggered massive 
demonstrations led exclusively by the youth 
and women of Laas-Anod. The president of 
Somaliland Muse Bihi Abdi violently responded 
using the brutal and notorious RRU unit 
exclusively trained and equipped by the UK 
government for counterterrorism killing more 
than 30 children and women and injuring over 
100. Failing to quell the uprising, Somaliland 
moved its military stationed on the perimeters 
of the city into the city of Laas-Anod itself. 
They used pickup mounted machine guns on 

youngsters protesting, and killed some of them 
with sniper fire to stop them raising the Somali 
flag in the city center. 

The protests demanding accountability from 
the Somaliland security forces in the city. Schools 
and businesses closed. Life in the city came to 
a halt. People started fleeing because they know 
the behaviour of the Somaliland forces stationed 
there. Somaliand spends most of its security 
budget on subjugating and oppressing the 
people of Laas-Anod and most of its forces were 
stationed there blockading the city for more than 
15 years. 

The protests continued until the 3rd of January 
2023 when Somaliland soldiers killed a civilian 
getting into a car in cold blood, and refused his 
body to be taken away. They sat near him and 
chatted and laughed while chewing the narcotic 
Qaat. 
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The man’s relatives armed themselves and 
attacked the soldiers, which caused them to flee 
the city in haste. 

The people demanded Somaliland withdraw 
from their region, but that was refused. 
Subsequently, Garad Jama Garad Ismail who 
was the only Dhulbahante traditional leader in 
Laas-Aond (out of the 13 traditional leaders) 
called for the other 12 traditional leaders 
outside Laas-Anod to come in for consultation 
to deliberate and decide the political future 
of the SSC region moving forward. Further, 
Garad Jama Garad Ismail formed a Consultative 
Committee consisting of 33 (Committee of 33 
moving forward) members representing all the 
clans of Dhulbahante residing in Laas-Anod to 
administer the city while the critical meeting of 
all Dhulbahante would be convened.

On the 6th of February, 2023 after concluding 
their deliberations the traditional leaders and the 
Committee of 33 issued a declaration regarding 
their political future (see enclosed Declaration) 

which stated in part: “…that we are not part 
of the Somaliland Administration and that 
we have never agreed to or participate in the 
secession program, although the Somaliland 
Administration is trying to force it upon us 
contrary to international norms and laws.” 
Furthermore, we also declared that the SSC-
Khaatumo territories are part of the Federal 
Republic of Somalia and stand for the unity 
and territorial integrity of the Federal Republic 
of Somalia. The traditional leaders’ conference 
concluded with the same articles of faith of the 
Dhulbahante: we believe in a united Somalia and 
are not part of the secessionist Somaliland, and 
we ask them to withdraw their forces from our 
region. On the morning of 06 February 2023 
when those decisions were supposed to be read 
out in public, Somaliland forces attacked the 
city of Laas-Anod with all their might, but were 
repelled. 

They shelled the city mercilessly, and 
deliberately targeted the hospitals, mosques, 
civilian homes, electricity and water supply, and 
other civilian installations. 

This report aims to provide a comprehensive 
overview of the status of the current situation 
in Laas-Anod, Somalia. The report is based on 
information from various sources, including 
news reports, government statements, and 
humanitarian organizations. The report covers the 
death toll, injuries, displacement, and damage to 
infrastructure in Laas-Anod and the surrounding 
areas.

DEATHS AND INJURIES

Somaliland’s aggression against the people of 
Laas-Anod cost over 181 people their lives, and 
injured over 1,131 people at the last count. This 
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is due to the bombardement and indiscriminate 
shelling of civilian homes, hospitals where 
the injured are taken to, targeting of medical 
personnel, including Red Crescent volunteers 
and doctors, targeting of mosques, civilian 
infrastructure such as the water company, the gas 
company and the electricity company. 

The injured are being treated at seven locations 
in Laas-Anod, including two universities and five 
hospitals, as well as other cities such as Kalabaydh, 
Garowe, Qardho, Carmo, and Mogadishu, 
depending on the severity of the cases.

DISPLACEMENT

Between 180,000 - 200,000 people are displaced 
as a result of the attack. They have been forced 
to flee their homes and seek shelter in nearby 
areas. Some of the locations where the displaced 
people have sought refuge include Taleh, Caroley, 
Godaalo, Xudun, Darayo-Geesawyn, Hol-Hol, 
Xalin, Dhummay, Kalcad, Labaas, Sarmaan, 
Banyaal, Dhubuq Dhubuq, Awrboogays, Xabaalo 
Camaarre, Lafweyne, Saxagebogebo, Dhamasaar, 
Cadaybuur, Yaaheel, Yagoori, Guumeys, 
Yayle, Shululux , Hadh-wanaag, Samakaab , 
Laasacurdan, Gorofley, Higlo Fullaan, Dalyare, 
Boocame, Dan, Karin Garfood, Fardhidin, 

Qorilley, Karin dabeyl wayn, Kalabayr, Buuro 
Wadal, Saaxadheer , God qaboobe, Faleryaale, 
Hadhwanaag, Buuhoodle, Widh Widh, Xamar 
Laguxidh, Balicad, Dandan, Sarmaan, Qararo, 
Banyaal, Dhalaamacune, Carrowayn, Farjano, 
Cegaag, Horofadhi, Gocondhaale, Maygaaga, 
Sooljoogto, Xadhadhan, Horyaal, Darussalam, 
Maroodi kadhac, Dhilaalo, Galoolay, Tuulo 
Barwaaqo.

DAMAGE TO 
INFRASTRUCTURE

The attack on Laas-Anod has also caused 
significant damage to infrastructure, including 
community centers, business ventures, food 
stores, schools, and hospitals. It is estimated 
that 16,000 small and medium-sized enterprises 
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(SMEs) and corporate businesses were closed 
due to the attack. This has had a severe impact on 
the local economy, with many people losing their 
sources of income.

Furthermore, Somaliland forces have 
reportedly destroyed parts of the water factory on 
the outskirts of Laas-Anod and killed one of the 
workers of the gas company and abducted workers 
from the electricity company who were later 
released after a huge outcry. These actions have 
further exacerbated the humanitarian situation 
in the region and have left many people without 
access to vital resources such as clean water, and 
that makes the spread of disease highly likely. 

There are credible reports emerging that 
civilians, including people with known severe 
mental health conditions, such psychosis, were 
abducted by the Somaliland forces to present 
them as prisoners of war and are in prisons in 
Hargeisa. Somaliland views the Dhulbahante 
region (SSC) as a “possession” that it needs 
to attain international recognition, but does 
not recognise the people as its own. Therefore, 
they must either be displaced or acquiesce and 
accept Somaliland (“dadkaa guuree dhulku ma 
guuro”). It is the same colonial mentality that the 
British Empire was using to rule the place before 
independence. 

RESPONSE

The Federal Government of Somalia has 
condemned the attack on Laas-Anod and 
has called on Somaliland to cease hostilities 
immediately. The government has also mobilized 
resources to provide emergency relief to the 
displaced people and the injured. Humanitarian 
organizations, such as the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Alight 
and MSF, have also been aiding those affected by 

this aggression. 

CONCLUSION

The attack on Laas-Anod has caused significant 
loss of life, injuries, and displacement, as well as 
damage to infrastructure and the local economy. 
The Somali government and humanitarian 
organizations are working to provide emergency 
relief to those affected by the attack.

The city of Laas-Anod has been under constant 
indiscriminate bombardment and shelling since 
06 February 2023, and the situation on the ground 
remains dire. It is very critical to understand 
that the Somaliland leader Muse Bihi Abdi, 
commander of the Somaliland military Gen. 
Nuh Ismail Tani, Minister of Interior Mohamed 
Kahin, Minister of Information Sulieman Ali 
Kore, other senior military officers and individuals 
responsible for the bombing and shelling of the 
city of Laa- Anod have committed war crimes 
and crimes against humanity and should be held 
accountable for the atrocities and crimes they 
have committed.

To find a solution for this conflict, Somaliland 
should withdraw its forces from the SSC-
Khaatumo territories. We are ready to engage 
in peaceful dialogue to find a lasting solution. 
We urge you to provide further immediate 
humanitarian and medical assistance to the 
injured and displaced residents of Laas-Anod 
caught in the midst of this situation.

SSC-Khaatumo Traditional Leaders.


